
A Service of Evening Prayer  
 Saint Aidan’s Episcopal Church 

Readings Commemorating the Life of Pauli Murray (1910-1984) 
July 1, 2020 

 
Opening Chant: Open My Heart                    Ana Hernandez 
                                                                                                                    Music By Heart  #31 

 
 
Opening Sentence 
Officiant 
“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there 
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.” Acts 2:1-2 
 
Officiant 
Let us pray. 
 
All 
Gracious God, we give you thanks for surrounding us, as daylight fades, with the brightness of the vesper light; 
and we implore you of your great mercy that, as you enfold us with the radiance of this light, so you would 
shine into our hearts the brightness of your Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our savior. Amen. 
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Light of the World Phos hilaron 
 
Light of the world, in grace and beauty,  
Mirror of God’s eternal face,  
Transparent flame of love’s free duty,  
You bring salvation to the human race. 
Now, as we see the lights of evening,  
We raise our voice in hymns of praise;  
Worthy are you of endless blessing,  
Sun of our night, lamp of our days. 
 
Psalm 119: 17-24 
 
Antiphon    Open my eyes that I may see the wonders of your law.  
 
17 Deal bountifully with your servant,* that I may live and keep your word. 
18  Open my eyes, that I may see* the wonders of your law. 
19 I am a stranger here on earth;* do not hide your commandments from me. 
20 My soul is consumed at all times* with longing for your judgments. 
21 You have rebuked the insolent;* cursed are they who stray from your commandments! 
22 Turn from me shame and rebuke,* for I have kept your decrees. 
23  Even though rulers sit and plot against me,* I will meditate on your statutes. 
24  For your decrees are my delight,* and they are my counselors. 
 
Antiphon     Open my eyes that I may see the wonders of your law. 
 
First Reading  
 
Lector: A reading from a sermon by Pauli Murray (“The Prophetic Impulse,” December 12, 1982). 
 
We usually see prophecy as foretelling the future – prediction of things to come. But the biblical meaning of 
prophecy is the declaration of religious truth, speaking as the voice of God. It may have an element of prediction, 
but as R.B. Y. Scott writes in his study The Relevance of the Prophets, 1944-1968, “What is about to happen is the 
necessary consequence of a moral situation. At the same time it will be the concrete realization of the prophetic 
‘Word’ which expresses in relation to that situation the righteous will of YAHWEH. When God is about to act he 
(God) makes known his purpose.” 
 
John the Baptist, subject of today’s Gospel reading, in biblical tradition was the last of the great Hebrew prophets 
before the Messiah, standing on the boundary between the old epoch and the new one ushered in by Jesus of 
Nazareth, proclaimed as the Messiah. He was the immediate forerunner of Jesus… Born within six months of each 
other, the destinies of these two young men were linked together by a common religious commitment. Both 
emerged from obscurity in their late twenties or early thirties; both had short, dramatic public ministries; both ran 
afoul of the establishment and were executed within a few years of one another… 
 
As in the first century, so today – this very past week – we had a dramatic warning from another bizarre, strange 
creature, coming out of obscurity and for twelve suspense-filled hours holding an entire nation spellbound, as this 
solitary figure, dressed in helmet and armored suiting and threatening to set off a thousand pounds of dynamite 
with the detonator in hand to blow up the Washington Monument from his white van, walked back and forth at 
the foot of the monument. All Norman Mayer, sixty-six years of age, wanted apparently was ‘a national dialogue 
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on the nuclear weapons question.’ For weeks he had picketed the White House and was ignored, of course, and 
he chose the empty threat of violence to one of America’s ‘sacred icons’ to get attention. His leaflets, according to 
the Associated Press, bemoaned a ‘failed civilization… on the verge of annihilation’ through nuclear war. Was his 
act of madness any more insane than that of the United States House of Representatives voting $231 billion for 
the lethal weapons in the face of millions of unemployed workers, people being evicted from their homes and 
wandering the streets in search of shelter, and other symbols of a deep and pervasive economic crisis? Every 
Christian today must ask himself or herself, ‘How can I talk of loving God and my neighbor and simultaneously 
support or acquiesce in the MX missile?’ 
 
Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
All   Thanks be to God. 
 
Canticle          Ephesians 3:16-19 
 
I pray that, according to the riches of God’s glory,* 
 you may be strengthened in your inner being 

with power through the Holy Spirit. 
 
May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith,* 
 as you are rooted and grounded in love. 
 
I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints,* 
 what is the breadth and the length and height and depth 
 of the love of God for us, and that you may know the love of Christ 
 
That surpasses knowledge,* 
 and be filled with all the fullness of God. 
 
Second Reading  
 
Reader   A reading from the Gospel of Mark (12:1-12) 
 
Then he began to speak to them in parables. ‘A man planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a pit for the 
wine press, and built a watch-tower; then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the season 
came, he sent a slave to the tenants to collect from them his share of the produce of the vineyard. But they seized 
him, and beat him, and sent him away empty-handed. And again he sent another slave to them; this one they 
beat over the head and insulted. Then he sent another, and that one they killed. And so it was with many others; 
some they beat, and others they killed. He had still one other, a beloved son. Finally he sent him to them, saying, 
“They will respect my son.” But those tenants said to one another, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the 
inheritance will be ours.” So they seized him, killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard. What then will the 
owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to others. Have you not 
read this scripture: 
 
“The stone that the builders rejected 
   has become the cornerstone;*  
this was the Lord’s doing, 
   and it is amazing in our eyes”?’ 
 
When they realized that he had told this parable against them, they wanted to arrest him, but they feared the 
crowd. So they left him and went away. 
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Officiant Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
All   Thanks be to God. 
 
Shared Reflection 
 
The Magnificat 
 
Antiphon  Anyone who wants to be a follower of mine must leave self behind,* 
   take up the cross every day, and follow me. 
 
My soul proclaims your greatness, O God; 
 my spirit rejoices in you, my Savior, * 
 for you have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 
 
From this day all generations will call me blessed; * 
 you, the Almighty, have done great things for me, 
 and holy is your Name. 
 
You have mercy on those who fear you * 
 from generation to generation. 
 
You, O God, have shown strength with your arm, * 
 and scattered the proud in their conceit, 
 
Casting down the mighty from their thrones * 
 And lifting up the lowly. 
 
You have filled the hungry with good things * 
 and sent the rich away empty. 
 
You have come to the help of your servant Israel, * 
 for you have remembered your promise of mercy, 
 
The promise made to our forebears, * 
 to Abraham, Sara and their children forever. 
 
Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God, * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Antiphon  Anyone who wants to be a follower of mine must leave self behind,* 
   take up the cross every day, and follow me. 
 
The Prayers  
 
Officiant    God be with you.  
People       And also with you.  
Officiant    Let us pray. 
 
God in heaven, 
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hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread and forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 
Suffrages  
 
V.    Show us your mercy, O God;  
R.    And grant us your salvation.  
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R.    Let your people sing with joy.  
V.    Give peace, O God, in all the world;  
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.    O God, keep this nation under your care;  
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V.    Let your way be known upon earth;  
R.    Your saving health among all nations.  
V.    Let not the needy, O God, be forgotten;  
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
R.    And sustain us by your Holy Spirit. 
 
 
 
 
Collects  
 
Officiant 
Liberating God, we thank you for the steadfast courage of your servant Pauli Murray, who fought long and well: 
Unshackle us from bonds of prejudice and fear so that we show forth your reconciling love and true freedom, 
which you revealed through your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
O Christ, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way, kindle our hearts, 
and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this 
for the sake of your love. Amen.  
 
Keep watch, dear God, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels charge over those 
who sleep. Tend the sick, O Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, 
shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. 
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  
 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to you; and 
you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you 
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O God, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this 
world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Officiant  Let us bless God.  
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People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Officiant 
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all 
evermore. Amen. 
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