
A Service of Evening Prayer  
Readings Commemorating the Life of Argula von Gumbach c. 1554 

Saint Aidan’s Episcopal Church 
Wednesday, July 14, 2021  

 
Opening Sentence 
Officiant 
“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there 
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.” Acts 2:1-2 
 
Officiant 
Let us pray. 
 
All 
Gracious God, we give you thanks for surrounding us, as daylight fades, with the brightness of the vesper light; 
and we implore you of your great mercy that, as you enfold us with the radiance of this light, so you would 
shine into our hearts the brightness of your Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our savior. Amen. 
 
Light of the World Phos hilaron 
 
Light of the world, in grace and beauty,  
Mirror of God’s eternal face,  
Transparent flame of love’s free duty,  
You bring salvation to the human race. 
Now, as we see the lights of evening,  
We raise our voice in hymns of praise;  
Worthy are you of endless blessing,  
Sun of our night, lamp of our days. 
 
Psalm 118: 19-29 
 
Antiphon    Give thanks to our God who is good; whose mercy endures for ever. 
 

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness;* I will enter them; I will offer thanks to God. 

20 “This is the gate of our God;* those who are righteous may enter.” 

21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me* and have become my salvation. 

22  The same stone which the builders rejected* has become the chief cornerstone. 
23  This is your doing, O God,* and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

24  On this day our God has acted;* we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

25  Hosannah, Yahweh, hosannah!* O God, send us now success. 

26  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Holy One;*   we bless you from the house of our God. 

27  God, our God, has shined upon us;* form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar.   

28  “You are my God, and I will thank you;* you are my God, and I will exalt you.” 

29  Give thanks to our God who is good;* whose mercy endures for ever. 
 
Antiphon    Give thanks to our God who is good; whose mercy endures for ever. 
 
First Reading  
 
Lector: A reading from Judges (4:4-9). 
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At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. She used to sit under the palm of 
Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the Israelites came up to her for 
judgement. She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, ‘The Lord, 
the God of Israel, commands you, “Go, take position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten thousand from the tribe of 
Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. I will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi 
Kishon with his chariots and his troops; and I will give him into your hand.” ’ Barak said to her, ‘If you will go with 
me, I will go; but if you will not go with me, I will not go.’ And she said, ‘I will surely go with you; nevertheless, the 
road on which you are going will not lead to your glory, for the Lord will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.’ 
Then Deborah got up and went with Barak to Kedesh. 
 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
All   Thanks be to God. 
 
Canticle            Argula von Grumbach 
 
More of the same in Judges is found, 
You can read of there if you care. 
There was a seer, Deborah by name, 
Who was sent by God, much the same, 
To lead the people of Israel, 
To judge and govern them as well. 
 
Had you been living at that time, 
Wise man, no doubt you'd have tried  
To stop God carrying out his plan 
By acting through a poor woman. 
You surely could never have endured 
God's victory through woman assured. 
 
Second Reading  
 
Reader   A reading from the Gospel of Matthew (7:24-29). 
 
‘Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on 
rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had 
been founded on rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a 
foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against 
that house, and it fell—and great was its fall!’ 
 
Now when Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them 
as one having authority, and not as their scribes. 
 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
All   Thanks be to God. 
 
Shared Reflection 
 
The Magnificat 
 
My soul proclaims your greatness, O God; 
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 my spirit rejoices in you, my Savior, * 
 for you have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 
 
From this day all generations will call me blessed; * 
 you, the Almighty, have done great things for me, 
 and holy is your Name. 
 
You have mercy on those who fear you * 
 from generation to generation. 
 
You, O God, have shown strength with your arm, * 
 and scattered the proud in their conceit, 
 
Casting down the mighty from their thrones * 
 And lifting up the lowly. 
 
You have filled the hungry with good things * 
 and sent the rich away empty. 
 
You have come to the help of your servant Israel, * 
 for you have remembered your promise of mercy, 
 
The promise made to our forebears, * 
 to Abraham, Sara and their children forever. 
 
Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God, * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 
 
The Prayers  
 
Officiant    God be with you.  
People       And also with you.  
Officiant    Let us pray. 
 
God in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread and forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 
Suffrages  
 
V.    Show us your mercy, O God;  
R.    And grant us your salvation.  
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R.    Let your people sing with joy.  
V.    Give peace, O God, in all the world;  
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.    O God, keep this nation under your care;  



   
 

 4 

R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V.    Let your way be known upon earth;  
R.    Your saving health among all nations.  
V.    Let not the needy, O God, be forgotten;  
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
R.    And sustain us by your Holy Spirit. 
 
The Officiant invites additional prayers, silently or aloud. 
 
Collects  
 
Officiant 
Almighty God, who gave your servant Argula von Grumbach a spirit of wisdom and power to love your Word and 
to boldly draw others to its truth: Pour out that same spirit upon us, so that we, knowing and loving your Holy 
Word, may be unashamed of Christ and may not sin against the Holy Spirit that is within us. Amen. 
 
Keep watch, dear God, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels charge over those 
who sleep. Tend the sick, O Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, 
shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. 
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  
 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to you; and 
you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you 
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O God, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this 
world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Officiant  Let us bless God.  
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Officiant 

The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all 

evermore. Amen. 
 
 
Sources  

• This evening prayer service is adapted from Vespers in the Saint Helena Breviary (Church Publishing, 2006); Evening Prayer in 
Enriching Our Worship I (New York: Church Publishing, 1998); and the Book of Common Prayer (Church Publishing, 1979) 

• The Psalm translation is from the CSF Office Book (Community of St. Francis, 1995) 

• The first and second readings and the collect for Argula von Grumbach can be found at  
http://www.satucket.com/lectionary/Argula_von_Grumbach.html  

• The “Canticle” is a poem written in 1524 by Argula von Grumbach in response to a verse attack by an Ingolstadt student, 
"Johannes of Landzhut" which can be found online at 
https://web.archive.org/web/20080509131156/http://home.infionline.net/~ddisse/grumbach.html  
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