
A Service of Evening Prayer  
 Saint Aidan’s Episcopal Church 

Readings for the Eve of the Nativity of John the Baptist 
Wednesday, June 23, 2021 

 
Opening Sentence 
Officiant 
“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there 
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.” Acts 2:1-2 
 
Officiant 
Let us pray. 
 
All 
Gracious God, we give you thanks for surrounding us, as daylight fades, with the brightness of the vesper light; 
and we implore you of your great mercy that, as you enfold us with the radiance of this light, so you would 
shine into our hearts the brightness of your Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our savior. Amen. 
 
Light of the World Phos hilaron 
 
Light of the world, in grace and beauty,  
Mirror of God’s eternal face,  
Transparent flame of love’s free duty,  
You bring salvation to the human race. 
Now, as we see the lights of evening,  
We raise our voice in hymns of praise;  
Worthy are you of endless blessing,  
Sun of our night, lamp of our days. 
 
Psalm 103 
 
Antiphon I have observed the misery of my people; I have heard their cry; I know their sufferings. * 
   I will send you to bring my people into freedom. 
 

1    Bless the Holy One, O my soul,* and all that is within me, bless God’s holy Name. 

2    Bless the Holy One, O my soul,* and forget not all God’s benefits. 

3    You forgive all our sins* and heal all our infirmities; 

4    You redeem our life from the grave*  and crown us with mercy and lovingkindness.  

5    You satisfy us with good things,*  and our youth is renewed like an eagle’s.  

6    You execute righteousness*  and judgment for all who are oppressed.  

7    You made your ways known to Moses*  and your works to the children of Israel.  

8    You are full of compassion and mercy,*  slow to anger and of great kindness.  

9    You will not always accuse us,*  nor will you keep your anger for ever.  

10   You have not dealt with us according to our sins,*  nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.  

11   For as the heavens are high above the earth,*  so is your mercy great upon those who fear you.  

12   As far as the east is from the west,*  so far have you removed our sins from us.  

13   As parents care for their children,*  so do you care for those who fear you.  
14   For you know whereof we are made;* you remember that we are but dust.  

15   Our days are like the grass;*  we flourish like a flower of the field;  

16   When the wind goes over it, it is gone,*  and its place shall know it no more.  

17   But your merciful goodness endures for ever on those who fear you,*  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and your righteousness on children’s children;  

18   On those who keep your covenant*  and remember your commandments and do them.  

19   You have set your throne in heaven,* and you rule over all. 

20   Bless the Holy One, you angels, you mighty ones who do God’s bidding,*  

and hearken to the voice of God’s word. 

21   Bless the Holy One, all you hosts,* you ministers who do God’s will. 

22   Bless the Holy One, all you created beings, in all places of God’s dominion:*  
bless the Holy One, O my soul. 

 
Antiphon I have observed the misery of my people; I have heard their cry; I know their sufferings. * 
   I will send you to bring my people into freedom. 
 
First Reading  
 
Lector: A reading from Ecclesiasticus (48:1-11). 
 
Then Elijah arose, a prophet like fire, 
   and his word burned like a torch.  
He brought a famine upon them, 
   and by his zeal he made them few in number.  
By the word of the Lord he shut up the heavens, 
   and also three times brought down fire.  
How glorious you were, Elijah, in your wondrous deeds! 
   Whose glory is equal to yours?  
You raised a corpse from death 
   and from Hades, by the word of the Most High.  
You sent kings down to destruction, 
   and famous men, from their sickbeds.  
You heard rebuke at Sinai 
   and judgements of vengeance at Horeb.  
You anointed kings to inflict retribution, 
   and prophets to succeed you. 
You were taken up by a whirlwind of fire, 
   in a chariot with horses of fire.  
At the appointed time, it is written, you are destined 
   to calm the wrath of God before it breaks out in fury, 
to turn the hearts of parents to their children, 
   and to restore the tribes of Jacob.  
Happy are those who saw you 
   and were adorned* with your love! 
   For we also shall surely live. 
 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
All   Thanks be to God. 
 
Canticle            Ephesians 3:16-19 
 
I pray that, according to the riches of God’s glory,* 
 you may be strengthened in your inner being 

with power through the Holy Spirit. 
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May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith,* 
 as you are rooted and grounded in love. 
 
I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints,* 
 what is the breadth and the length and height and depth 
 of the love of God for us, and that you may know the love of Christ 
 
That surpasses knowledge,* 
 and be filled with all the fullness of God. 
 
Second Reading  
 
Reader   A reading from the Gospel of Luke (1:5-23). 
 
In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of 
Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before 
God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had no children, 
because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. 
 
Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, he was chosen by lot, according to 
the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. Now at the time of the 
incense-offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of 
the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear 
overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your 
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will 
rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even 
before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their 
God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and 
the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’ Zechariah said to 
the angel, ‘How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in years.’ The angel 
replied, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this 
good news. But now, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become 
mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.’ 
 
Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the sanctuary. When he did 
come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept 
motioning to them and remained unable to speak. When his time of service was ended, he went to his home. 
 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
All   Thanks be to God. 
 
Shared Reflection 
 
The Magnificat 
 
Antiphon  Anyone who wants to be a follower of mine must leave self behind, * 
   take up the cross every day, and follow me. 
 
My soul proclaims your greatness, O God; 
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 my spirit rejoices in you, my Savior, * 
 for you have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 
 
From this day all generations will call me blessed; * 
 you, the Almighty, have done great things for me, 
 and holy is your Name. 
 
You have mercy on those who fear you * 
 from generation to generation. 
 
You, O God, have shown strength with your arm, * 
 and scattered the proud in their conceit, 
 
Casting down the mighty from their thrones * 
 And lifting up the lowly. 
 
You have filled the hungry with good things * 
 and sent the rich away empty. 
 
You have come to the help of your servant Israel, * 
 for you have remembered your promise of mercy, 
 
The promise made to our forebears, * 
 to Abraham, Sara and their children forever. 
 
Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God, * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Antiphon  Anyone who wants to be a follower of mine must leave self behind, * 
   take up the cross every day, and follow me. 
 
The Prayers  
 
Officiant    God be with you.  
People       And also with you.  
Officiant    Let us pray. 
 
God in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread and forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 
Suffrages  
 
V.    Show us your mercy, O God;  
R.    And grant us your salvation.  
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R.    Let your people sing with joy.  



   
 

 5 

V.    Give peace, O God, in all the world;  
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.    O God, keep this nation under your care;  
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V.    Let your way be known upon earth;  
R.    Your saving health among all nations.  
V.    Let not the needy, O God, be forgotten;  
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
R.    And sustain us by your Holy Spirit. 
 
The Officiant invites additional prayers, silently or aloud. 
 
Collects  
 
Officiant 
Almighty God, by whose providence your servant John the Baptist was wonderfully born to be in life and death 
the Forerunner of our Savior Jesus Christ: Give us grace to repent according to his preaching, and following his 
example, constantly to speak the truth, boldly rebuke vice, and patiently suffer for the truth’s sake; through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Keep watch, dear God, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels charge over those 
who sleep. Tend the sick, O Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, 
shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. 
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  
 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to you; and 
you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you 
will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O God, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this 
world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Officiant  Let us bless God.  
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Officiant 

The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all 
evermore. Amen. 
 
 
Sources  

• This evening prayer service is adapted from Vespers in the Saint Helena Breviary (Church Publishing, 2006); Evening 
Prayer in Enriching Our Worship I (New York: Church Publishing, 1998); and the Book of Common Prayer (Church 
Publishing, 1979) 

• The Psalm translation is from the CSF Office Book (Community of St. Francis, 1995) 

• The antiphons on the Psalm and the Magnificat are from the Saint Helena Breviary, pp. 224 & 226. 

• The readings are as appointed for the Eve of the Nativity of John the Baptist and can be found online at 
http://www.satucket.com/lectionary/John_Baptist.htm  

• The collect is as adapted by the Saint Helena Breviary, p. 308. 
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